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頓て死ぬけしきは見えず蝉の聲  
松尾 芭蕉 

No sign of its approaching death in the call of the cicada 
Bashō Matsuo



INSTRUMENTATION  
Vibraphone 
Violin I 
Violin II 

Viola 
Violoncello 

DURATION 
 Approximately ten minutes 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 

Indicates an indeterminate pause 

Thick caesura also implies an abrupt stop  

The performers are encouraged to listen to the cicada calls of the 
indicated species and experiment to better imitate their sound.  

STRINGS 

Muting sign - rest fingers or hands on strings to mute. 

 
Unmute  

 

Circular bowing  
 

Upwards arrow indicates highest possible pitch on instrument  

 

Bow tailpiece  

 

Knock on body of instrument  



 

Half harmonic stop - lightly touch the indicated pitch as if to play 
a harmonic, resulting in a veiled immaterial white noise sound, with     
little if any pitch. May also be indicated via text.  

Scratch tone 

 
VIBRAPHONE 

Mute indicated note 
 

Dead stroke  

 

To be played with rasping stick  

Prepared vibraphone:  

Aluminum foil - place aluminum foil over or under the bars to create a 
buzzing effect.  

Coins: Place coins on indicated notes (using tape if necessary) to 
create rattling effects.  

Experimentation is encouraged.  

Peddling and final mallet choice is at the discretion of the 
percussionist.  
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